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LOS ANGELES (October 24, 2016) - Former Two-Division World Champion and Future Hall of 

FamerBernard "The Executioner" Hopkins(55-7-2, 32 KOs) and Light Heavyweight Contender Joe 

Smith Jr. (22-1, 18 KOs) today hosted a Los Angeles press conference to discuss their 12-round battle set 

for December 17 at the Forum in Inglewood, Calif. and to be televised live on HBO World 

Championship Boxing
®
. Also, in attendance for this press conference was Los Angeles-based undefeated 

Vyacheslav "Lionheart Chingonskyy" Shabranskyy (17-0, 14 KOs) as he takes on Cuban standout 

Sullivan Barrera (17-1, 12 KOs) for a 10-round bout for Shabranskyy's WBC USNBC Light Heavyweight 

title on HBO Latino
®
 Boxing on Friday, December 16 at Fantasy Springs Resort Casino. Also rounding 

out the HBO Latino
®
 Boxing card, was Former WBC Silver featherweight titlist Ronny Rios (26-1, 11 

KOs) against Roy "Pitbull" Tapia (12-1-2, 6 KOs). 

  

Below is what the fighters, their trainers, managers and promoter had to say at today's press conference: 

 

BERNARD HOPKINS, Former Two-Division World Champion and Future Hall of Famer: 
  

"This is history, we have been here many times where history has been made. This is obviously different 

than everything I have ever done, because it is the Final 1. To be able to have the Final 1 in LA, where the 

city of stars are trying to be stars, however you cut it, it couldn't have been  better with the history placed in 

the DNA that the Forum has produced. 

 

"It is fitting that the end of a twenty-nine year career, since 1988 is in a historic place at the Forum in 

Inglewood, CA. This is something that came as an opportunity to be here. I couldn't tell you that it would be 

in this arena-it just happened, and here I am against an incredible opponent.  

 

"I don't want anyone to say Joe Smith Jr. gave me anything-give me an opportunity and give me a door and 

I'll open it myself. I don't' have to convince anyone of anything. This is not emotional. What I am going to 

do is show you why I have been named three different names in boxing from "The Executioner" to "B-Hop" 

to "The Alien" they all exist in me.  

 

"On December 17
th

 you will see "The Executioner," it will all come full circle. This press conference is just 

a warm up. Win, lose or draw, there is no excuse-Final 1."  

 

  

JOE SMITH JR., Light Heavyweight Contender: 
 

"I'm so glad I was chosen to fight Bernard Hopkins in his final fight on December 17
th

 at the Forum. I'm 

going to train very hard for this fight and take full advantage of it. I'm looking forward to putting on a great 

show for everyone." 

 

  

OSCAR DE LA HOYA, Chairman and CEO of Golden Boy Promotions: 
  

"As you know, we are calling this the "Final 1," and Bernard has expressed this is the final one. We are 

really excited to be putting together this card. We want to thank HBO for putting this card together.  

 

"December 17
th

 will be historical. I want to say coming out party, but it will be the last hoorah, as a 

champion goes out in his terms, in his way. Only legends can do that and superstars who transcend the 

sport.  

 
 



 

"What excited me about this fight is that Bernard is not fighting someone who is a walk in the park, he is 

fighting a difficult fight, and this gentleman has every opportunity in the book to win and win a world title.  

 

This is Hopkins, this is who Hopkins chose. Joe Smith Jr. has an amazing record and an outstanding 

knockout percentage that is unheard of in his division.  

 

"Hopkins will be an athlete that will transcend the sport, not just for what he has accomplished in the ring, 

but for outside of it, and that is huge. I am very excited and happy that this fight will be taking place in an 

arena where I began my professional career. It is an honor for me and thank you for giving Los Angeles and 

Angelenos an opportunity to watch this fight.  

 

"Leading up to the event, we have some great events coming up. The annual Oscar De La Hoya Foundation 

Toy Giveaway will be taking place the day of the fight. We want to get the community involved, not only 

because yours truly is from here and I began my career here-but because we are celebrating a legend, such 

as Bernard in a way he should be honored.  

 

"Part of the festivities leading up to the December 17
th

 fight will be a card on December 16
th

 on HBO 

Latino at one of the best casinos in California, Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, 

 

"At Golden Boy, we are very proud to grow our young fighters. Rios vs. Tapia wasn't an easy fight to make, 

because we have developed these fighters, but you have to make great fights for the fans and this will be an 

exciting fight to watch 

 

"On December 16
th

, I think it is best to promote one of the best divisions in boxing today, the middleweight 

division. I acknowledge Jason Quigley, who is here today as an undefeated middleweight fighter.  

 

"The main event fight on December 16
th

 has a potential to be a Fight of the Year candidate, in a very hot 

division-light heavyweight division. Ever since I saw Shabranskyy, who I nicknamed 'Chingonskyy' I have 

seen something in him, with his finesse in the ring. He is a very special fighter and he is facing an 

experienced, durable fighter in Sullivan Barrera.  

 

"Thank you to our sponsor, Tecate. I am proud to announce that Tecate will be sponsoring boxing in a 

whole new way in 2017, everyone will be blown away by how they will bring boxing to the next level.  

 

"What makes Bernard Hopkins is that he doesn't stop, he keeps going and surprises people. He would 

continue until he was 60 if he could, that's what a legend is, he takes care of himself and keeps going. 

 

 

JOE DEGUARDIA, President and CEO of Star Boxing: 
  

"It is certainly great to be here in LA at the Forum where so much history has been made. This fight was 

really easy to make, and that is a testament to Bernard Hopkins, because most fighters would shy away 

from a puncher like Joe Smith Jr. It is an honor and I thank Bernard and Oscar for taking this fight." 

 

  

TONY WALKER, Director of HBO Sports:  
  

"December 17
th

 is our last broadcast of the year, and it is very special because it is the last time we will see 

Bernard Hopkins in the ring. This fight will be Bernard's twenty-third fight on HBO, tying him with Lennox 

Lewis in appearances. Hopkins will join all of the boxing greats you can name. His traits of tenacity and 

endurance have been with him and we are going to celebrate Bernard with this Final 1 fight." 



 

JOSE "PEPE" SULAIMAN, JR., CEO of the WBC's Los Angeles Office:  
 

"With greatness comes great responsibility, Bernard Hopkins has taken this to very high levels. He is an 

ambassador for peace, and is an example in and outside the ring. He has a wonderful relationship with the 

WBC, and was a very great friend to my father.  

 

"At the WBC, we are very proud to be a part of this fight. This is not another fight, this is not a farewell 

fight, this a real fight. We are very enthusiastic to be a part of this. Great champions fight great fights and 

great fighters. There will be two belts. One for the winner and one to celebrate a great champion." 

 

 

ANDY FOSTER, Executive Director of the California State Athletic Commission: 
  

"One thing I can tell you, the California Commission does not care who wins, we want both fighters to go 

home safe. We look forward to a safe and successful event."  

 

  

NICK SPAMPANATO, Sr. Vice President West Coast & General Manager of the Forum and MSG: 
  

"The people up here are the best in the business. At The Forum, we are extremely excited to host this fight 

and have the historic Forum be the host. December 17
th

 will be a great night of fights and we look forward 

to seeing everyone there." 

 

 

CHRIS LAVOIE, Public Relations Manager of Fantasy Springs Resort Casino: 
  

"Fantasy Springs Resort Casino is proud to be hosting a great weekend in boxing, it will be broadcast live 

on HBO Latino. We are proud of our longtime relationship with Oscar and Golden Boy Promotions. Golden 

Boy boxing brings about ten to twelve shows a year to Fantasy Springs and Shabranskyy vs. Barrera will be 

an exciting fight on December 16
th

."  

 

 

VYACHESLAV SHABRANSKYY, WBC USNBC Light Heavyweight Champion: 
 

"My next fight is December 16
th

 on HBO Latino, and I am very excited to fight. This is a good opportunity 

for me and for the fans to witness a great fight. I will be ready" 

 

 

RONNY RIOS, Former WBC Silver Featherweight Champion: 
  

"First and foremost, thank you to HBO and Golden Boy for this great opportunity. December 16
th

 and 17
th

 

will be a great night for boxing, as a legend says good bye to the sport. I never underestimate any opponent 

or fight, so Roy let's put on a great show for everyone to see why Golden Boy is the best promoter in the 

sport." 

 

 

ROY TAPIA, Featherweight Prospect: 
  

"What can I say, December 16
th

 will be a great fight. I want to thank my manager and Golden Boy. It has 

been anything but a smooth path to get here, but on December 16
th

 you will see who I am and what I can do.  



 

Like Bernard Hopkins just said up here, give me a door and I will knock it down." 

 

 

Hopkins vs. Smith is a 12-round light heavyweight battle presented by Golden Boy Promotions in 

association with Star Boxing and sponsored by Cerveza Tecate, BORN BOLD and Casa Mexico Tequila. 

The event will be televised live on HBO's flagship series beginning at 10:00 p.m. ET/PT. 

  

Tickets for Hopkins vs. Smith are priced at $25, $50, $75, $105 and $205, not including applicable service 

charges and taxes, with a total ticket limit of 12 per person, go on sale Monday, October 24, 2016 at 10:00 

am PST.  To charge by phone with a major credit card, call Ticketmaster at (800) 745-3000 or the Forum 

Box Office (Monday through Friday 11:00am PST to 7:00pm PST) at (310) 330-7300.  Tickets will also be 

available for purchase at www.fabulousforum.comor www.ticketmaster.com. 

 

Shabranskyy vs. Barrera is a 10-round super lightweight bout for the WBC USNBC Light Heavyweight 

championship, presented by Golden Boy Promotions in association with Main Events and sponsored by 

"Tecate, BORN BOLD," and Casa Mexico Tequila Doors open at 4:00 p.m. PT and the first fight begins at 

4:15 p.m. PT. The HBO Latino® Boxing telecast begins at 10:00 p.m. (live ET/tape-delayed PT). Ticket 

information to be announced shortly. 

 

                         

DECEMBER 17 CONTACTS:  
Ramiro Gonzalez, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 999-5409 

Stefan Friedman/Kara Prior, Mercury: (210) 846-4486 

Ellen Haley, Main Events: (973) 903-6715 

Patrick Byrne, HBO: (212) 512-1361 

Kevin Flaherty, HBO: (212) 512-5052 

Erik Stein/Brooke Paller, The Forum: (818) 761-6100 

Media Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 

  

  

DECEMBER 16 CONTACTS: 
Ramiro Gonzalez, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 999-5409 

Stefan Friedman/Kara Prior, Mercury: (210) 846-4486 

John Cirillo, Star Boxing: (914) 260-7436 

Chris Lavoie, Fantasy Springs: (760) 238-5873 

Patrick Byrne, HBO: (212) 512-1361 

Kevin Flaherty, HBO: (212) 512-5052 

Media Credentials: clavoie@fantasysprings.net 
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